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LVR ſince fin entered into the world and death 
F. by fn, this earth has been a vaſt grave. yard, 
1 or burying-place for her children. In every age, 
and in every country, that fentence has been exe— 
cuting, . Duſt thou art, and unto duſt thou ſhalt re- 
turn. Mankind at firft'confiſted only of one pair, 
but how inconceivably numerous are now the ſons iſ | 
of Adam! One ſingle nation commonly contains 
many millions of men, and theſe millions:form only 
one! generation. How many, then, muſtehe the mi]. 
liofis that have appeared on the earth in the long run 
of hear fix thouſand years! Let imagination call up 
this vaſt army ;—infants that have juſt lived to 
ſeejthe light, multitudes of the young and middle 
= agdd, and all the old and grey-headed alſo—Perſons 
of all countries and of ſucceſſive generations-let 
them all paſs in review before us, and how vaſt and 
aſtoniſhing is the multitude! If the poſterity of one 
man, Abraham, by one of his ſons, was according 
to the language of Divine Promiſe, “ 4 the ſtars of Þ 
WW Heaven and as the ſand. by the ſeagſfore, innu- 
mierable, who can compute the multitudes that have 
>  fprung from all the different Patriafths? Who can 
number the long line of children that have pro- 
ceeded from Adam, and all the families of the carth 
+. that have ſprung from the.loins.of Noahl-But what 
now become of this vaſt and inconceivable hoſt? 
Ales! they are again turned into earthz their ori- 
ginal element; they are all Junk into, the grave, 
excepiing only the preſent generation; and we allo 
ate going down, one after another, into that place 
appointed for all living. There has hardly, perhaps, 
been one moment of time, during - the ſpace of 
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many thouſand years, in which one perſon or other 
has not been dropping into the grave; and in ſome. , 
ſeaſons, through the ſword of war, the devouring 
peſtilence, or rather viſitations of God, thouſand 
have been mowed down at once, and have N 
one undiſtinguiſhed heap of dead. The greater 
part of mankind beyond compariſon, are now 
ſleeping under ground. There lies beauty, moul- 
dering into duſt, a prey to the vileſt worms; there. 
lies the mean and humble beggar ; and there lies 
the head that once wore a crown. There lie. the 
mighty giants, the Samſons, and the Cæſars of the 
world. There lie the wiſe and the learned, as weak 
and helpleſs as the fool. There lie ſome with whom 
we ourſelyes have converſed, and who were once 
our dear friends and our companions ; and there 
lie. our fathers and mothers ; and there perhaps alfo 
lies a tender wife or huſband, a child, a ſiſter or 
a brother. I A 

And mall they lie there always? Shall this bed 
that curious workmanſhip of God, © ſo fearfully and 
wonder fully made,” continue always in theſe rui 
and ſhall it never be reſtored ? This we know, th a 
* is not @ thing. impoſſible, with God to raiſe the 
dead. He that could firſt, form our bodies, out of 
nothing i is juſt as able to form them anew, and to 
repair the waſtes of time and death. But what has 
he declared to be his intention in this caſe ? for on 
this the matter turns; and it is a point which is fully. 
revealed in the Scriptures. “ The hour is coming,” 
| ſays that. Sacred Book, „ When-all that are in the 
grave ſhall hear the voice of the Son of man, and 
ſpall come forth ; ; they that have done well, ꝛ0 the re- 
Arras en of life; ; 7 2 that have done evil, ts 
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th: reſurreſtion of damnation.” © Behold,” ſays St. 
Paul, I /hew you a myſtery; we ſhall not all | 
Heep, (that is, mankind will not all be fleeping in 
death when the day of the Reſurrection comes, for 
there will be one generation remaining then alive I} 
upon earth ;) «+ but we ſhall atl bt thanged'; in à mo- | 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the laſt 'trump, 
for the trumpet ſhall found and the dead ſhall be raid 
Incofruplible, and we ſhall be changed.” For tie 
Lord him ſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven with a ſhout, 
with the voice of the Archangel, and with the trung il 
of God; and the dead in Chrift Pall riſe firſt; then 
wwe which are alive and remain ſhall. be caught up 10. 
gether with them to meet the Lord in the air.” | 
Let us now realiſe the majeſty and terror of this 
' tremendous day. When the multitudes of the dead 
axe ſleeping in the filent grave; when many perhaps 
of the living are thoughtlefs of this great event; 
when ſome men are running eagerly, as they are 
now, after riches and honors, and ſome after 
fenſual pleaſures ; while they are eating and drink. 
ing, marrying and giving in marriage; while 
ſome are alleep ih the dead of night; while ſome © 
are planning. future miſchief ; and ſome are in the 
very act of fin: while the courſe of nature ſeems I 't 
to go on as uſual, fo that unhslieving ſcoffers take 
occaſion from thence to afk, „Mere is the Pro- 
mie of his Coming ? for fince the Fathers fell qt 
all things continue as they were from the beginning |} 
1 15 the ctation When, perhaps, a few only are 
erving God, and are, looking for their Savior's ap- 
pearance while the multitude in ſhort no ' more 
expett the approaching judgment than the people 
of Sodom did the deſtruction which befel them on 
chat fine clear morning When Lot fied away ; 0! 
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man the people of the old world expected the De- 


juge on the day when Noah entered the ark — then 
ſuddenly ſhall the Heavens open over the aftoniſh- 


ed world, and “e the trumpet ſball ſound" and the- 


dead ſhall be raiſed' ider for in an inſtant 
the ſound ſhall reach all the manſions of the dead, 


and in moment, in the twinkling-of an eye, the 


dead ſhall be raiſed, and the living ſhall be changed. 

This call will be as e ffectual in raifing each of the 
ſons of men as ever that Call of Chriſt was, «La- 
zarus, come forth. O, what a ſurpriſe will it be 
to the thoughtleſs world I Should this alarm burſt 
over our heads this moment, with what terror would 
it ſtrike many a one who reads this deſcription of 
it? How dreadful, then, will be the ſurpriſe and 


conſternation when this event ſhall actually come 


to pals! Now, indeed, there are many who: ſtop 


their ears: Now, chough the voice of Mercy calls, 
though Reaſon pleads, and Conſcience warns, yet 


multitudes will not hear; but then there ſhall be 
no one among the millions of mankind that ſhall be 
able to diſobey the ſummons, for the living ſhall 
ſtart and be changed, and the dead rife ut the found. 
But for what purpoſe ſhall they riſe? It is in order 
that they may come to judgment. For we muſt all 


| appear before the Judęment: ſeat of Chriſt, and muſt 


give an account of the things done inthe body, whether 


they be good or whether they be evil.” —And theſe 


all go'' away into everlaſting puniſhment, ' and 
the righteous into life eternal. And I ſaw ( lays 
the Apoſtle) abe dead, ſmall and great, ſtand be- 
before God; und the books were opened, and the 
dead were judged out of thoſe things which were 
ding to thetr works; and the 
* up. 'the- dead 3 in it, and death and 
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Bell {that is the plaee G . departed. ſpirits) dellvered 
u e dead which were in them, and they were judged 
eutry nan according to their wor, —tnd' whoſoever 
was not found. written in the Bot οτι˖ Tafe'was cajl 
into be lake of fe. - And I ſew (continues the 
ſame Apoſtle) a neu heaven and a neu earth, for the 
firſt beaven and the firſt earth were paſſed away. 
And I henrd a great voice out o/, heaven, ſaying, 
Behold the Tabernacle of God is with men, and he 
wall dwell with them, ahl :there; hall be no more 
death, nor ſorraw; nor crying, for the former things 
are paſſed auay. Aud He that ſat on the: Throne 
aid, Behold I-make all things new.” In like man- 
ner, we are told in another place, that te heavens 
and the earth are but kept in ſtore until the day of 
Aeſtruction and perdition of ungodly men; and that 
when this „great and terrible day of. the Lord hall 
cbme; then ©. he very elements ſhall melt with fer- 
dent heat the earth ' alſo, and all the works 
thereof ſhall be burnt up"—* the heavens ' ſhall de- 
paart as u ſanoll“ “ they all ſhall wax bd as doth 
4 garment, and as a weſture hall be changtt;” 
t  -andothere:ghall then be * new heavens and a new 

6arth (i wherein thwedlleth' righteouſneſs.” Well might 
the Apoſtle fay; „Seeing then that all theſe things 
hall be diſſolved, what manner of perſons ought we 
to be in all holy: converſation and godlineſs !” 
eder W257. «3 2.7 SW "ul 


There are many things ſpoken of in Scripture that 
mall follow: the 'grand: ſeene of the. Reſurrettion, 
- which remain to be defcribed.; but we ſhall ſpeak in 
his place only of one further point, and that is of 
the petſon who is to be our judge. It will be 
WW © Jeſus Chriſty < forthe Father,” (ſays the Scripture 
ſro 5 julgethi no man; forsGod:hath committed all judg- 
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nent lot Son, berduſe » Hes is the Son of Man.“ 
s This ſame Jeſus, (ſaid the angels juſt after his 

Reſurrection) * which is taken up from you into 
heaven, Mall ſo come in like manner as ye have ſeen 
lim go into heaven.” Once he was © deſpiſed and 
rejected of men; ** he was led as a lamb to the 
ſlaughter, and as a ſheep before his ſhearers is dumb, 
fo he opened not his mouth ;” he was * mocked, and 
buſfeted, and ſpit upon; he was himſelf arraigned 
before the bar of Pontius Pilate, and he was hung 
upon the Croſs, as if he was the vileſt male factor, 
the whole multitude having joined in crying, Cru- 
cify him, Crucify him. But now, * Behold he 
cometh in the c{ouds, and every eye ſhall fee him, aud 
they alſo which pierccd him, and all nations of 
the earth; ſhall wail becauſe of him.“ For the Lord 
Jeſus ſhall be revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and obey not the Goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; now alſo he is © come * be glo- 
rified in his ſaints, and to be admired in all them 


# that believe.“ Some men think that to forget or to 


diſobey Chriſt is no great matter; they are good, as 

they call it, in their own way, and therefore they are 
ſatisfied. But ſuch men ſhould he reminded, that 
it is not at the. bar of their own reaſon, nor even at 
the bar merely of their own conſciences that they 
are to be tried, but that they are to be tried at the 
bar of Jeſus Chriſt. © The word that I have fpoken 
to you,” (ſaid our Savior to the Phariſees) © 2! | fol 
Jadge you at the laſt day.“ Let us further enquire, 
then, Cent, hath "oli to us, and what the 
Scripture in general hath ſaid reſpecting the manner 


of our trial on the day of judgment, for this 1 is the 
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Lo! He comes cinta 
He that was, for ſinners; ſlain; "1 
While, the hoſt of Saints Auending Ip, 
Swell the triumph of bis train 2 55 


Every eye ſhall now, beheld him B 
Every creature beng the knee: . 
They that mock'd bim too and. id N 


Pierc d and nail'd him 4 \the. tie 2 
— Ses⸗ . Angels all adore. him}, * N 
ee the trump proclaims 4 56.8 
| ee the nations ſtand .befare: bins, 5 Mg 
Heaven and earth are fled away e 
| Come, thou Savior long eue, e 
Sit on thine eternal throne nn e 1 
Thou that waſt hy wan tejecteg .,. 
Claim the kingdom for. Toe n 2 7 
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To Lich will be added en 11. vic le 55 ol Tubs 
ment; being a Co tiuation'of the ſame Subj 47 wheres 
| a Deſcription will. b given ol the Manner in Which 
| 5 Sctiptur. 6K grew. thas Wat 2 r 
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